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Member News 
See what’s going on with WPLLA below! 

●​ December 18th was our Holiday Banquet at The Speckled Egg! 

●​ In January we’ll be virtually meeting with AALL President Jenny Silbiger. 

●​ Reminder that in February we’ll formally open nominations for two big items: 

○​ Next year’s 2026-2027  WPLLA board 

○​ AALL Conference Sponsorship*  

 

Blessed tidings this holiday season! Thank you to everyone who’s assisted with the newsletter. Here’s 
to many more. - Britiny 

 

*for more information about this year’s AALL Conference, see page 19 
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Interview with a Former SCI Librarian 
By Britiny Hommey 

During the month of October I attended the annual Pennsylvania Library Association 
conference which was held in Erie. While networking with other librarians, I found that I recognized a 
few members from my time during the PALS Director’s Institute program - one of whom is Roane Lytle - 
presently a Librarian at Williamsburg Public Library, formerly a State Correctional Institute Librarian. I 
reconnected with Roane and after some chatter, discovered his former job, which he hadn’t opened up 
too much about. I inquired if he’d be open to a light Q and A and he graciously obliged. I prepped my 
questions with the intention to let peers know that this is one of the many types of jobs that librarians 
can do. 

Q: What inspired you to work at a correctional facility? 

A: I was a graduate assistant at Penn State, working on a degree in Higher Education.  The head of the 
Higher Ed department took a sabbatical, and things went bad.  I saw an ad for the librarian position at 
SCI Rockview.  The salary and benefits were attractive, and I applied.  I thought I would work for a few 
years, make some money, and then go back and finish my doctorate in Higher Ed.  Thirty years later… 

Q: What were the requirements prior to you getting the position? 

A: At the time, the job was a Civil Service classified Librarian 1.  There is a Civil Service test and a List 
for Librarians.  It is mostly for positions in the State Library, but a few other state departments had 
librarians.  Normally you must take the test and be on the Civil Service List to be hired for one of these 
jobs, but the position at Rockview had been open for over two years, and they were about to have 
their first Accreditation.  They got permission to do an Emergency Civil Service Test, and I took it.  The 
emergency test consisted of two written questions, list your library experience and list your corrections 
experience.  I did, and I was hired within two weeks. 

Q: How long were you in the position? 

A: I worked in four different correctional institutions for a total of 30 years.  During that time, I was also 
an officer (Corrections Director, Secretary, and then Vice President) of the Federation of State Cultural 
and Educational Professionals, the union representing the librarians in state service.  At one point, the 
union worked with Civil Service to create the Corrections Librarian class.  I headed the union 
committee that did that. 

Q: Did you participate or oversee any local/state book donations from outside sources? One example 
would be from the Pittsburgh Prison Book Project (formerly, Book ‘em). 

A: These were few and far between for me.  The Department of Corrections was paranoid about books 
coming in from “outside” as there had been instances where contraband was concealed in donated 
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materials, and one prison escape orchestrated in blank spaces in interlibrary loan books.  We had 
pretty decent budgets.  Our money for the Main Library (below) came from the Inmate General Welfare 
Fund, a significant pot of money the DOC made from the work of inmates and later the inmate 
telephone system.  We also had the opportunity to apply for LSTA grants.  I had two (I think) collection 
development grants at the Institution level and participated in a couple at the Department level.  Law 
Library materials were paid for out of the general fund. 

Q: Can you speak about the collection that a patron would find in your space? For example, within my 
Law Library there’s primarily law books – no children’s titles or graphic novels. 

A: Our libraries have two collections, the Main Library and the Law Library: 

​ The Main Library consisted of the kind of materials you would find in a public library.  
Recreational reading, non-fiction including study materials to support inmate education, and 
periodicals.  Not a lot of women’s health, except for in the women’s prisons.  Not a lot of children’s 
books either, except for specific programs like Read to Your Children. Graphic novels were particularly 
popular.  We found them helpful for our low reading level inmates, especially the ones for whom 
English was a Second Language.  There was a lot of stigma attached to having a children’s book, but 
much less attached to a comic book. 

​ The Law Library was mandated by a legal decision, providing the inmates access to the courts.  
The inmates had to be able to challenge their conviction.  Some states like Texas provide attorneys in 
lieu of a library to provide access.  When I started, we had all print materials but later transitioned to a 
computer-based system.  Interesting aside, when I had been there for a few years, the ACLU sued the 
DOC challenging our system.  One of the attorneys for the ACLU who cross-examined me in federal 
court wrote The Rights of Prisoners. 

Q: Were you on a team or was it a solo position? 

A: Except for a few years at SCI Camp Hill, there was only one professional librarian at each institution.  
We each had one or two civilian Library Assistants working for us, as well as inmate library workers.  
That varied from jail to jail; anywhere from eight to twenty inmates. 

Q: Did you ever have any fear while working? 

A: I was very lucky.  While I had some tense situations, I never felt myself in serious danger. That said, 
at least two of my fellow librarians were in their respective institutions when serious incidents 
happened. One of my friends was in the library with inmates when the riot at Camp Hill kicked off. In 
the event of an incident, policy was for correctional officers to escort inmates (like the ones in the 
library) back to the cellblock while staff remained locked in place until they were evacuated to a safe 
place. By the time my friend was evacuated, the building containing the library was on fire. Half of the 
building was destroyed while the library sustained heavy smoke damage. He was later told that they 
were less than five minutes from being taken hostage. Several of the staff members who were taken 
hostage were seriously harmed. 
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Q: Have you recognized translatable skills from your former position to your current librarian job (or 
vice versa)? 

A: Yes, my experience in corrections taught me how to work with bureaucracies, how to work with bad 
supervisors, and how to hopefully be a good one. 

Q: Was there a favorite part of your job? Or a moment that really stood out from the rest? 

A: There were times when I thought we were just spinning our wheels, and others when it looked like 
we actually made a difference.  One conversation I had with an inmate at SCI Cresson stands out.  
Cresson was a medium/minimum facility primarily housing drug offenders.  We were referred to as a 
“revolving door”.  Inmates were arrested for a drug offense, came to us, did what they had to do to 
make parole, went back home, had their parole revoked for a drug incident, and came back to us.  At 
that time, we had an LSTA funded program to provide the inmates with resumes.  As part of the grant, 
we were given a computer and laser printer and taught how to write a good resume.  Inmates had to 
have a home plan and job plan to make parole.  Our resumes were a big part of their job plans.  One 
day an inmate came into the library and asked to update his resume.  I recognized him as one of our 
previous resume patrons, and he said that updating his resume at the library was his first stop when he 
came back to jail.  He would get out, work for a while, and then for whatever reason get sent back to 
jail.  Several of his prospective employers commented that his well-written resume was a big factor in 
getting the job.  I looked at our records, and we had written five resumes for this man, one every year 
or year and a half.  Yes, he ended up back in prison again, but I wondered how many other of our 
resumes gave someone else a chance to get out of prison and maybe even turn their lives around. 
 

Thank you to Roane Lytle at Williamsburg Public Library for taking the time to complete our interview. 
I appreciate your cooperation and insight. I hope sharing this experience opens some eyes to see the 
different opportunities that being a librarian can be. 
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Researching Legislators of the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly 

By Joel Fishman, Ph. D., M.L.S. 

I recently did a report on the Women Legislators in the PA General Assembly 1923/24-2023/24 
for the Pennsylvania Commission on Fairness & Justice (formerly the Pennsylvania Interbranch 
Commission on Gender, Racial, and Ethnic Fairness). 

My research is primarily done using several sources. First, biographies of legislators (as well as 
members of the Executive and Judicial branches) in the Pennsylvania Manual. This biennial 
publication is a comprehensive book outlining the Pennsylvania government containing  the 
constitution, sections on the three branches of government, local government, elections, federal 
government, appendix, and indexes. The bios are succinct summaries of professional careers along 
with a picture. The online version from 116 to 126 (2024) is available online, but sometimes difficult to 
find. It is under the Pennsylvania Department of General Services, www.dgs.pa.gov, at 
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/dgs/documents/publications/documents/pa-m
anual-v-126.pdf. Earlier versions can also be found in Hathitrust. 

Second, the General Assembly provides bios of its legislators. If you go to the website, 
www.legis.state.pa.us there are tabs at the top of the front page for the House and Senate. The website 
has just been recently updated (though the older site is still available at this writing).  The Senate 
biographies go back to 1790 when the Senate was created under the 1790 Constitution. The House 
biographies date back to the period of 1815-40 as part of the online project back to 1682 (thanks to 
Jesse Teitelbaum, Archivist for the House in providing information). 

Third, Dr. William Cox, archivist and professor at Wilkes College, has created the Pennsylvania 
Election Statistics: 1682-2004 database, available at Pennsylvania Election Statistics. The General 
Assembly is broken down in date ranges of 1682-1776, 1776-1790, 1790-2004. Alphabetical indexes are 
available for the Senate 1776-1790 and 1790-1869 and for the House of Representatives  (1790-2004). 
The link is Legislatures - 1776-2004. 

Fourth, for the colonial legislature, Craig W. Horle, ed. Lawmakers and Legislators in 
Pennsylvania: A Biographical Dictionary (4v. in 3, 1991-2006). This is an excellent work containing 
wide-ranging historical essays on the legislature—books are broken down 1682-1710; 1710-1756; 
1757-1775— and biographies of all Assembly members from one page to fifty pages (small print, 
double column, with footnotes), e.g., Andrew Hamilton (2:416-49), William Allen (3:231-80) or Ben 
Franklin (3:531-72), Joseph Galloway (3:585-629). Each volume also has a bibliography of sources used 
that can be useful for additional sources. 

Fifth, there are a wide variety of books on biographies of individuals such as county and city 
histories , collective biographies: Encyclopedia of Pennsylvania Biography, Bench and Bar of 
Pennsylvania, Courts and Lawyers of Pennsylvania 1623-1923: A History, Dictionary of American 
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Biography, The Cyclopædia of American Biography, etc. Periodicals like Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, Pennsylvania History, and individual historical society journals provide 
biographies as well. 

Finally, there are the online databases like Academic Premiere, EbscoHost, JStor, HeinOnline, 
Wikipedia, Ballotpedia, Find My Grave, and legislator’s individual webpages for current legislators. 

For the Senate, click on the Home Tab and scroll down the page to Topics of Special Interest to find 
“Historical Biographies” that cover up to 2006. For 2007 to present, see description below. 

 

 

 

←-- 

 

 

 

 

Click on the link and it will take the user to a form to fill out by name, year, gender, position, served in, 
party, and keywords. Given these categories, one can find legislators of all kinds. 
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Searching this database will give you historical biographies up to 2006. For current legislators, you 
need to go under the Senate link and click on “Members of the Senate” on the right side under, “Find 
my Senator.” Here’s a historical biography of Senator Shirley M. Kitchen: 
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On the Senate home page, click on “Members of the Senate” to bring up the current legislature of 
2025-2026. 
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Once you click on “Members of the Senate,” you will come to the current page of 2025-2026 
members of the Senate. The members are listed alphabetically in order, but you can search by county 
or by party. If you click on the drop down box that contains the 2025-2026 Session, the dates go back 
to 2007-2008 for the legislature you may want to search. 

 

If you click on the member, you obtain information on current practice, biography, and career. The 
career sometimes gives you more of a personal statement of activities. For Lisa Baker, the following 
information is given: 
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In the House, scroll down to find House Histories with House Speaker Biographies, Archives, and 
Historical Biographies. 

 

House Archives homepage: 
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Click on “Exhibits and Publications” to find the following page:​ ​ ↓ 

 

Here is the House Speaker Biographies: 

 

 

 

12 

 



Vol. 1 Issue 18​ ​ ​ October, November, December 2025 

 

House Historical Biographies: 

 

Here is Speaker Joanna McClinton’s biography. The sessions box shows all years the individual served 
in the position. In some cases, the individual will represent different counties in different years.  
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Within the Historical House Biographies, a search for women in the legislature, select Gender and then 
Female to retrieve 217 members: 

 

In conclusion, the General Assembly website as well as books and electronic sources provide the 
necessary search tools to identify almost every Pennsylvania legislation from the colonial period to the 
present. 
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Recounting Hopes and Hardships 
By Britiny Hommey 

On October 1st 2025 the federal government went into shutdown mode. As of the time 

of this writing, November 7th, it’s still shut down*. In addition to the federal shutdown, the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has missed the deadline of June 30, 2025 to pass the state 

budget for the Fiscal Year of 2025-26. The commonwealth also missed the deadline in 2024 and 

2023. The impasse impacts county governments, public schools, mass transit and other 

essential services. 

*Editor’s Note: it is mentioned below, but let it be known that the government shutdown ended 

after 43 days - also, Pennsylvania passed the 2025-26 FY budget prior to this time of publication. 

 

I recall seeing some worries going around social media where users were reporting that 

their ‘Libby’ app had not been working properly due to a litany of reasons surrounding the 

federal government shutdown - the issue with the Libby app had, in fact, been linked to the 

user’s library and whether that library had continued/renewed its contractual service with 

Libby. Some libraries depend on certain funds to maintain collections or databases like Libby. 

Each library or system utilizes some form of e-book platform whether it’s Hoopla, Libby, or 

CloudLibrary. There was an additional misconception that all libraries have Libby, when this we 

know, in fact, to not be the case.  

Here are a few accounts as to how libraries have been impacted: 

●​ At the federal level, some librarians have been furloughed since the beginning of 

October - this means that their pay is withheld until the government exits shutdown. 

Obviously, this can be concerning for those with little-to-no nest egg to help keep them 

afloat financially in the meantime. Other workers of the federal government have also 

been furloughed - like those who work for the National Park Service. 

○​ In Pennsylvania, around 102,000 federal workers were affected by the federal 

shutdown (https://www.whitehouse.gov/government-shutdown-clock/ ). 

●​ The Westmoreland County Law Library had been closed since at least October 15th, this 

was due to the state budget impasse. 

●​ At the District Center in Beaver County, they’ve had to use library funds to cover District 

expenses since July 1st. They have: 

“suspended digital and print purchases for district collections, suspended renewals for 

county-wide databases, and started to slow program spending. The database providers 

have promised to keep their services live on our website with the understanding that we 

will pay when our funds are secured. Additionally, the district is holding off on 

purchasing new staff computers and updating the copying/printing contract - which 

should have been completed in September. 
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Other districts have had it much harder. Several ran out of funding in August and 

September and have been using loans as a stopgap. These loans carry interest which will 

be taken from their designated state funding - they will not receive additional funding to 

cover the interest from those loans. 

On the bright side, this library [B.F. Jones Memorial Library]  has had a great in-pouring 

of food and personal care item donations for the little free pantry. The pantry sponsor, 

Little Free Pantry from House of Prayer, has also seen significant donations due to the 

cut to SNAP. We are trying our best to keep all of our services available through these 

troubling times, but it does create great stress for our patrons and the library’s staff.” ​
- Kristen Janci, Library Director & District Administrator 

●​ As of November 13th, the federal government has reopened - ending the longest period 

of shutdown (43 days) in this nation’s history - and Pennsylvania has passed the state 

budget for the fiscal year 2025-2026 - with a $5 million increase in the public library 

subsidy and a $400,000 increase for library services to LAMP! For those who reached out 

to their legislators, thank you, thank you! Advocacy takes everyone. 

●​ Current AALL President Jenny Silbiger expressed her support to fellow Government Law 

Librarians in the GLL-SIS forum with the following message: 

As we near the end of October, I wanted to take a moment to reach out to our 

government librarian community, especially our friends and colleagues in the federal 

sector who are directly affected by the shutdown. Over the past week, I've been in touch 

with several of our federal members. Many shared that they are managing as best they 

can under difficult circumstances, doing what they can to ease the strain. Some are 

working from home to save on commuting costs. I know these steps can help a little, but 

they don't take away the uncertainty and worry that come with a shutdown. I also know 

that not everyone has these options, and I wanted to send a message of care and 

support to each of you. 

I remember from my own time in federal service (2013–2014) that messages like this 

might not reach everyone when offices are closed. If you can, I encourage you to update 

your AALL email address to a personal one so that you can stay connected with your 

colleagues and with our community. Times like these can feel isolating, and it helps to 

stay connected where we can - with family, with friends, and with one another. Please 

know that your GLL-SIS colleagues and the larger AALL community are thinking of you 

and stand with you. I share this as a longtime member of GLL-SIS and as your AALL 

president. You are valued, you are appreciated, and your well-being is very much on our 

minds. If you would like to share how you're doing or if there is any way we can support 

you, please don't hesitate to reach out. (Jenny Silbiger, October 2025) 

 

There is hope and support in each other. I leave this article with a message of strength to keep 

moving forward. 
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From the Shelf 
A Selection of Recent Reads  1

●​ Katabasis by R.F. Kuang (2025) 

○​ Kuang’s latest dark academia fiction takes two graduate students on a journey to Hell. 
If you’ve read Babel (2024), this book has a similar beautiful prose and is full of literary 
references. Magic is very real with rigid rules and preferences over magic chalk. 

●​ Deep Work: Rules for Focused Success in a Distracted World by Cal Newport (2016) 

○​ This nonfiction text has a wide-range of issues relating to knowledge work. In Deep 
Work, author and professor Cal Newport flips the narrative on impact in a connected 
age. Instead of arguing distraction is bad, he instead celebrates the power of its 
opposite. Dividing this book into two parts, he first makes the case that in almost any 
profession, cultivating a deep work ethic will produce massive benefits. He then 
presents a rigorous training regimen, presented as a series of four "rules," for 
transforming your mind and habits to support this skill. 

●​ Stop Pursuing Greatness & Do This Instead by Cal Newport & Kendra Adachi, Deep Questions 
Podcast, December 5, 2024 

○​ For those who are a fan of Cal Newport - he did an interview with Kendra Adachi, 
author of The Lazy Genius Way (2021). Kendra discusses the “lazy genius” philosophy 
of work, the PLAN framework (Prepare, Live, Adjust, and Notice), and encourages 
flexibility over perfection. Needing to know when and how to pivot is vital to planning. 
“Plans should guide you, not control you.” 

●​ Die, My Love by Ariana Harwicz (2017) 

○​ A woman battles her postpartum demons in this modern book set in the French 
countryside - craving freedom whilst feeling trapped, yearning for family life, but at the 
same time wanting to burn the entire house down. This book has a raw intensity that 
looks at motherhood, womanhood, the banality of love, the terrors of desire, and the 
inexplicable brutality of another person carrying your heart forever. 

○​ While reading I kept thinking back to Kristen Stewart’s portrayal of Princess Diana in 
the movie, Spencer - specifically, the pearl necklace dinner table scene. 

●​ The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller (2011) 

○​ You may think you know the titular character’s story, but not told like this. Come get 
your heart crushed as you know the inevitable end of Achilles. 

1 If you would like to suggest a book you have read recently (fiction, nonfiction, audiobook, etc.) send an email to 
Britiny Hommey; include in the subject line: WPLLA Newsletter Book Suggestion. 
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Last Call for Comment 
Job Opportunities: 

●​ Penn State Dickinson Law invites applications for an innovative and collaborative Law 
Librarian to join the library team at the Law School's University Park location. This is a 
tenure-track faculty appointment, with tenure administered through the Penn State University 
Libraries. 
Founded in 1834, Penn State Dickinson Law is the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's first law 
school and one of the oldest in the nation. Fully accredited by the ABA and a member of the 
AALS since 1912, Dickinson Law's mission is to educate and train lawyers equipped to excel in 
an evolving legal profession. The Law School is guided by core values of teaching, scholarship, 
service, and community, which define our mission and culture.  
Position Overview: The successful candidate will provide expert legal research support, teach 
legal research to first-year law students, and collaborate closely with faculty, staff, and 
students to advance the Law School's academic mission. This position offers the opportunity 
to engage meaningfully in the Law School's clinics, outreach programs, and faculty 
governance. 
Key Responsibilities include, but are not limited to the following: 

○​ Provide reference and research assistance to law students, faculty, administrators, and 
the public (in person, via email, and phone).  

○​ Serve as library liaison to various law school clinics and programs.  
○​ Develop and implement outreach efforts to students, faculty, and the broader 

community.  
○​ Teach introductory legal research in the required first-year curriculum and contribute 

to other instructional opportunities. 
○​ Participate in collection development and resource curation. 
○​ Create and maintain research guides (LibGuides) and other digital resources. 
○​ Contribute to creating a diverse, inclusive, and student-centered library environment. 
○​ Collaborate on library communications, including social media and website content. 
○​ Participate fully as a member of the law faculty, including service on faculty 

committees.  
Requirements  
Qualifications  

○​ Required: J.D. from an ABA-accredited law school (or equivalent non-U.S. law degree).  
○​ Preferred: M.L.S. (or equivalent) from an ALA-accredited institution. Substantial 

experience in legal research may substitute for this requirement. 
○​ Demonstrated knowledge of legal research databases and resources.  
○​ Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills. 
○​ Ability to work independently and collaboratively in a fast-paced academic setting.  
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Applications should be submitted through Penn State's Jobs Website. Interested candidates 
should submit a cover letter and resume or CV, with a brief statement indicating how they 
would contribute to creating and maintaining an inclusive and respectful environment for all. 
Please share with your networks. Please contact Laura Ax-Fultz, Associate Dean for Library and 
Information Services, or Becky Mattson, Director of Operations and Scholarship, with any 
questions. 

●​ The William A. Wise Law Library at the University of Colorado Boulder seeks candidates for the 
position of Collection Services and Research Librarian. 
Sitting at the base of the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, Boulder, Colorado offers an 
unmatched blend of natural beauty and vibrant culture. Known for its world-class outdoor 
activities, thriving food scene, and dynamic arts and cultural community, Boulder provides an 
exceptional quality of life and is just a short drive from Denver. 
The full position description is posted here. This position enjoys a hybrid work schedule, and 
the salary range is $90,000-$110,000. Applicants must have a J.D. from an ABA-accredited law 
school, a M.L.S. / M.I.S from an ALA-accredited institution, and two years of law library 
experience. 
 Applications are due by Monday, January 5, 2026. 
 

AALL Conference Quick Look: 

●​ For those even minutely interested in attending next year’s conference , I’ve linked AALL’s 
information here.  

○​ Date + Location: July 18 - 21, 2026 in Cleveland, OH. This runs from Saturday - 
Tuesday. 

■​ Conveniently, Cleveland is roughly a two-hour drive from Pittsburgh, PA! 
■​ If there are members who wish to carpool, utilize the listserv - whether you’re 

going for 1 or 2 days or the full conference, having a conference buddy can 
make a world of difference. There will be additional reminders as the date gets 
closer, but it’s good to start planning early. 

○​ Options for lodging will open in early 2026. Additionally, any proposals that were 
submitted will be receiving their responses in January. 
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Happy Holidays! 

  

- Happy Holidays from the DC Court of Appeals and Libby (kikstep mascot)! 
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WPLLA Contacts 
Members: consider becoming an active part of our organization by assisting with the 
newsletter, or serving on our social media team. We promote our profession every day 
through educational events, forums, social events, and more. 

WPLLA Board and Committees 2025 - 2026 

 

President 

Britiny Hommey 

Vice President 

Daniel Parker 

Secretary 

Shannon Barron 

Treasurer 

Jamie Knizner 

Member-at-Large 

Katie Lynch 

Immediate Past President 

Victoria Swindle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 

Linda Tashbook 

Newsletter Committee 

Britiny Hommey (editor) 

Daniel Parker 

Victoria Swindle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Column of Content is 
published online, quarterly, 
by the Western Pennsylvania 
Law Library Association 

1 S. Main St. Ste. G004 
Washington, PA 15301 

Authors submitting work to 
ACoC grant WPLLA a 
non-exclusive right to 
distribute the work. 
Copyright remains with the 
author. Authors agree not to 
publish the work prior to 
publication in A Column of 
Content and agree to cite 
WPLLA’s ACoC when 
publishing or sharing the 
work elsewhere. 

 

 

 

 

21 

 


	​​​​​​​​​​​​​NEWSLETTER 
	A Column of Contenttwo shelves of books from the Pennsylvania Superior Court Reports vol. 332-352 and vol. 355-374 
	Member News 
	 
	Interview with a Former SCI Librarian 
	By Britiny Hommey 

	Researching Legislators of the Pennsylvania General Assembly 
	By Joel Fishman, Ph. D., M.L.S. 

	Recounting Hopes and Hardships 
	By Britiny Hommey 

	From the Shelf 
	A Selection of Recent Reads 

	Last Call for Comment 
	WPLLA Contacts 

